ENGLAND   IN   EARNEST
fundit), lacking in comprehensiveness, and abme all lacking in passion and sjpcntaneityf it was at least held \uth undisputing faith On this point there was no difference oetueen Christian and unbche\er Tennyson's honest doubt did not applj to questions of conduct Perplexed in faith a man might be, provided he ^ ere pure in deeds
Even an imperfect and formal moralitv f ^ ith faith and zeal to kick it, is capable of working miracles And the age of middle class ascendancy ^as %vhole heartedly  moral     There ^as ne\cr a time  uhen men ana women ^cre so much in earnest, uhen they took themsehes and their mission in life so senouslj It u as a seriousness too often impervious to humour, and hardening into spiritual pride    But it did produce a concentration of energy that made the Victorian Age not only fruitful, but also, 10 a sense, heroic.
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